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SUBJECT: PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SOVIET REACTION TO SIR 
CAMERON'S STATEMENTS IN CHINA 

SUMMARY: SOVIET PRESS IS DENOUNCING CAMERON'S ANTI-SOVIET 
REMARK AND INDIRECTLY CRITICIZING OPFICIAL BRITISH 
REACTION TO IT. SOVIET MFA HAS CALLED IN UK AMBASSADOR 
TO COMPLAIN. UK AMBASSADOR HAS URGED LONDON NOT TO OVER- 
PLAY SOVIET REACTION AND TO LET THE ISSUE DIE. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . MAY 2 SIGNED COMMENTARY IN PRAVDA (ALSO CARRIED ON 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TASS TD INSURE WIDER READERSHIP ABROAD) 

CRITICIZES CAMERON'S "COMMON ENEMY" STATEMENT MADE IN 
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CHINA. ARTICLE CONCLUDES BY CALLING POR AN "EXPLANATION" 

PROM THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AFTER OBSERVING THAT CAMERON 
"REPRESENTS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT " AND HAS MADE 
"INCENDIARY SPEECHES WHOSE NATURE IS NOT IN KEEPING WITH 
SOVIET-BRITISH RELATIONS." MAY 2 ENGLISH LANGUAGE TASS 
ITEM DATELINED LONDON SELECTIVELY DRAWS ON PARLIAMENTARY 
SPEECHES CRITICAL OP CAMERON TO ALLEGE THAT "A STORM OP 
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INDIGNATION AND PROTESTS IN BRITISH POLITICAL AND PUBLIC 
CIRCLES" HAS BEEN RAISED BY CAMERON'S "PROVOCATIVE, 
INCITING STATEMENT." ARTICLE CHARGES EOREIGN SECRETARY 
OWEN ATTEMPTED TO "SMOOTH OVER" CAMERON'S REMARK BY 
MAINTAINING THAT IT SHOULD BE VIEWED IN CONTEXT OF 
IMPROVING ANGLO-CHINESE RELATIONS AND NOT DAMAGING 
ANGLO-SOVIET RELATIONS. 

2. DN MAY 5, RECENTLY ARRIVED BRITISH AMBASSADOR KEEBLE 
PAID A COURTESY CALL ON DEPUTY EOREIGN MINISTER 
KORNIYENKO. KEEBLE EXPECTED KORNIYENKO TO RAISE THE 
ISSUE OE CAMERON'S REMARK. KORNIYENKO DID NOT, 

DESPITE AMPLE OPPORTUNITY. INSTEAD, ON MAY 6, KEEBLE 
WAS CALLED IN BY MEA'S CHIEE, SECOND EUROPEAN DEPT., 

SUSLOV WHO READ AN "ORAL STATEMENT " TO KEEBLE TERMING 
CAMERON'S REMARK "HOSTILE" TO THE SOVIET UNION AND 
"PROVOCATIVE IN CHARACTER." NOT ONLY WAS THE SUBSTANCE 
OE THE STATEMENTS NOT DISAVOWED BY OFEICIALS IN 
LONDON, SUSLOV CONTINUED, BUT ATTEMPTS WERE EVEN MADE 
TO JUSTIFY THEM. SUSLOV CONCLUDED HIS "ORAL STATEMENT " 

BY STATING THAT THIS CANNOT BUT HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT 
ON ANGLO-SOVIET RELATIONS. 

3. KEEBLE RESPONDED THAT HE HAS NOT YET SEEN THE 
EXACT CONTENT OE CAMERON'S REMARKS. HE REVIEWED 
CALLAGHAN'S STATEMENT THAT CAMERON'S REMARKS REPRESENT 
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NO CHANGE IN THE BRITISH ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SOVIET 
UNION. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO EAVOR GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION. SUSLOV THEN COMPLAINED 
ABOUT BRITISH DEFENSE SECRETARY MULLEY'S DEFENSE OE 
CAMERON. HE SAID THAT THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP TAKES THE 
CAMERON AEFAIR VERY SERIOUSLY AND THAT HE (SUSLOV) WAS 
MAKING THE DEMARCHE TO KEEBLE ONLY BECAUSE OE THE 
ABSENCE OE THE EOREIGN MINISTRY'S LEADERSHIP. 

4. KEEBLE SAID HE THOUGHT THAT KORNIYENKO WOULD HAVE 
RAISED THE ISSUE MAY 5 IE THE SOVIETS REALLY 
ATTACHED HIGH IMPORTANCE TO IT. BUT, THE SOVIETS 
PROBABLY CONCLUDED THAT CAMERON'S STATEMENTS REQUIRED 
SOME KIND OF FORMAL SOVIET REACTION; HENCE, SUSLOV'S 
PROTEST. KEEBLE ADVISED LONDON NOT TO REACT TO 
SUSLOV'S DEMARCHE, AND, IN EEEECT, TO LET THE ISSUE DIE. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS OBVIOUS THAT THE SOVIETS ARE AS 
IRKED AT THE OEFICIAL BRITISH POSITION ON CAMERON'S 
REMARKS AS THEY ARE ABOUT THE REMARKS THEMSELVES. 

TOON 
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